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1.) You are a traveler turned author, podcast producer and host. We will start with
your authorship. Share with our readers that “Aha” moment when “the author” was
born.
To be honest, I don’t recall an aha moment―I have been writing for almost as long as I
can remember. I still possess a collection of books that I wrote in elementary school. I
began journaling then, too, and in fifth grade a story that I wrote won an annual
competition to attend a conference for young authors. So, as I said, writing has been
something I’ve done since very early on.
Once you found your voice, in 2016 you released two difference genres, award-winning
books: With Open Arms and Voice Beyond Reason.
2.) With Open Arms your award-winning travel-story collection (Solificatio/July,
2016). It was released after two trips to Morocco and it became an Amazon bestseller. Two years later received Gold honors of the 2018 Solas Awards. What make
your collection unique in this genre? Do you considered the Solas Award earned
you the respect of fellow authors? Are amazon best-seller list a door opener for
mortar stores?
When I went to Morocco, I had no intention of writing a book. However, after each of my
trips there, I ended up coming back with stories―some harrowing, some hilarious―that I
felt were simply too good not to be told. With Open Arms was the result. The fact that
many of the stories are stranger than fiction yet entirely true―I did not have to rely on any

sort of hyperbole or dramatization―is probably what makes the collection unique.
The Solas Awards―any awards, for that matter―lend a work and, therefore, its author a
certain level of credibility. In my case the Solas Awards were the first that I received for my
writing. So, yes, winning the awards helped get me the attention and, hopefully, respect of
some of my fellow authors.
There is not a necessarily a correlation between success on Amazon and distribution in
brick-and-mortar stores. All of my books are available online as well as for nationwide
distribution in bookstores. However, any sort of recognition, whether awards, sales
rankings, or otherwise has the potential to increase retailers’ interest in carrying a
particular title.
3.) Voice Beyond Reason (Solificatio/October 2016) your award-winning fiction novel
which has been described as a “powerful and inspiring tale.” Three years later it
won the prestigious Publisher´s Weekly 2019 BookLife Prize. Is this book an
autobiography of your soul searching travels? How does it feed your ego when a
reviewer compare it with the work of great authors like Paulo Coelho, Gabriel García
Márquez, and Isable Allende?
My novel, A Voice Beyond Reason, did not win the BookLife Prize. I wish it had!
However, it received a high score and very complimentary praise from the competition
judges, who called the book, “(a) highly crafted gem…(that) keeps pages turning with its
enchanting prose and cast of characters.”
Anything we create, whether a book or painting or any other form of creative expression, is
almost certain to be autobiographical on some level. Accordingly, I drew on some of my
personal life experiences as inspiration for the novel. However, it is a work of fiction―I did
not grow up in Spain (although I have lived there repeatedly), the events and characters in
the story are of my own invention, etc.
When reviewers have compared my novel to the work of authors such as Coelho, García
Márquez, and Allende, I have been blown away and incredibly humbled. Those sorts of
comments, however, are subjective. It would not serve me to let compliments like that go
to my head. I appreciate them, and they help bolster my confidence―but that is the extent
of it.
4.) Both of your books earned prestigious awards years after their released. Does it
take that long for a book to get notice? Do you have to be persistence to win?
Please share with our readers that journey from released to award-winning.
Books do not sell themselves. It takes hard work and, yes, persistence. I constantly market
all three of my books, and I often learn about new opportunities for doing so. That includes
contests that I might not have known about when a particular book was released originally.
Every contest has its own set of rules, and often books or stories that were published
previously are eligible. So, the journey is simply about researching contests, entering
them, and keeping your fingers crossed.

5.) In 2018 you branched out to the world of podcasting and started “Matthew Félix
on Air”, where you featured “people who create and people who make a difference.”
Podcasting is trending, do you considered it necessary and effective as a marketing
tool? Advantages and Disadvantages? How do you handle bloopers?
Podcasting is not necessary; but, yes, it can be an effective part of building an author
platform. Matthew Félix on Air was tremendously helpful in getting my name out there and
making many new and lasting connections, both in the writing world and in other areas as
well. I knew I was making a mark once people began regularly contacting me to be on the
show.
There aren’t necessarily any disadvantages to podcasting; however, producing a podcast
is work. If you’ve never done it before, there is a learning curve, as well as some costs
involved, depending on how sophisticated you want your production to be. Further,
although you might be thinking of the podcast as a marketing vehicle, you can’t overlook
the fact that you have to market the podcast itself―an audience doesn’t simply materialize
overnight. That, too, takes work.
In addition to being available as a podcast, my show was broadcast live on Facebook Live.
So, when there were bloopers I just had to laugh them off and keep going! Afterwards I did
not edit the bloopers out of the audio version of the show uploaded to the podcast
platforms. All the same, other than one episode where I couldn’t stop laughing during the
introduction, the bloopers were never that serious.
6.) In addition to podcasting, in 2018 you released your “crowned gem” travel-story
collection, Porcelain Travels (Solificatio/October, 2018) where you recounts your
experiences in and around bathrooms encountered on your travels. This collection
won numerous prizes in 2019: Gold for Humor in the Readers’ Favorite Awards;
Gold, Silver, and Bronze honors in the Solas Awards; and Foreword INDIES Book of
the Year Award finalist. How do you manage your time and musa to keep producing
literature gemstone? Do these awards caused you stress due to the your readership
expectations of your authorship?
I always say that finding inspiration is not my biggest challenge as a writer; it’s finding the
time and space to write. Balancing writing with other responsibilities and distractions is
very tricky. My Matthew Félix on Air video podcast, for example, was taking so much time
that for more than a year, I hardly wrote at all. Since wrapping up that podcast (I have
another one now that takes much less effort to produce), I am writing almost every day,
sometimes just a little, sometimes more. I simply try to make time for it whenever I can.
The most effective way for me to write is to leave home for an extended period and go on
my own writing retreat. Obviously I can only do that once in a while; but when I am able to
get away, those times are always incredibly productive.
As for the awards, no, they do not cause me any stress―only happiness and gratitude.
While each of my books no doubt shares some commonalities, they’re also different
enough (a novel, a travel collection, a humor collection) that I don’t feel any pressure to try
to outdo my last project or worry about any potential reader expectations regarding what I
do next. I suspect that sort of pressure comes into play with authors who have had a
massive success―and the publisher and readers want another book that makes just as a
big of an impact.

7.) The Citroën & the Pomegranate, one of the stories in this collection, won a Silver
Grand Prize. Does this story have a particular meaning to you? Share with us the
background story which inspired it.
The “Citroën & the Pomegranate” is not in any of my current collections. However, it is
available as a free standalone ebook on most platforms, and it will likely be included in my
upcoming book.
The “Citroën & the Pomegranate” is a true story about an incredible series of
synchronicities that took place in six countries over three months. Seemingly unrelated
events from one end of the Mediterranean to the other converged in the most unlikely and
unbelievable of ways. The story is an inspiring reminder that not everything is as it
seems―that there’s much more to life than meets the eye.
8.) This collection must be universal and adaptable as it transcended from paper to
a one-man show as part of San Francisco’s Marsh’s theater’s Monday Night Marsh.
How did you prepare for such event? Did you meet the audience expectations?
Where you allow to sell your book afterward?
My Porcelain Travels editor thought the stories were very funny, and insisted that I should
be performing. I reviewed the book for passages that I could envision interpreting on
stage, and submitted a proposal to The Marsh. After my show was accepted, I got to work
refining the script―some of the phrasing from the book had to be made more
conversational for stage―memorizing it, and developing simple staging. I practiced over
and over again in my living room, including in front of a mirror.
The audiences were very supportive and laughed a lot, which was the goal! I had a lot of
fun doing the show, and, yes, I was able to sell my books in the theater.
9.) Can you visualize taking this book to a new level - as a Blog Buster? We all could
use more laughter in the cinemas. I can see the Rock or Will Smith as possible
“Matthew the traveler,” do you?
I don’t envision Porcelain Travels as a movie, because it is a collection of short stories
that are mostly unrelated, other than loosely adhering to the same overarching theme. I
do, however, love the image of the Rock or Will Smith playing me in some of the situations
described in the book!
My other two books, my novel and my Morocco collection, would lend themselves much
better to film than Porcelain Travels. In fact, I was approached about the film rights to With
Open Arms, though in the end nothing came of it.
10.) Now let us talk about Matthew “the speaker.” You have appeared as a guest on
CBS News Travel Editor Peter Greenberg’s Eye on Travel radio show, iHeart Radio’s
The Travel Guys, the Ethical Traveler podcast, and others. Which one of these
appearance do you considered provided the best personal and professional
fulfillment? Were these a validation of your authorship?
Appearing on Peter Greenberg’s Eye on Travel radio show was the biggest opportunity
professionally, given that Peter is so well known in the travel world and his show is
syndicated nationally. Personally, however, any opportunity to share my work, whether on
a small podcast or a national radio program is exciting and something for which I am

always grateful. Opportunities of that sort act as validation simply in the sense that you
and your work are being seen, which is essential.
11.) Where can our readers buy your books and contact you?
My website is matthewfelix.com. Paperback versions of my books are available through
most retailers. Ebook versions of my books are currently available exclusively on Amazon.
12.) A word of advice for readers who want to write about their traveling
experiences.
Keep a journal, get off the beaten path, and find a story that hasn’t been told.
Thank you!
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