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1.) Let us start with your penned work. Between 2009-2011 while attending the university, you
released the  Lore Trilogy with  the pen name of  C.T.  Douglas.  A master  piece entwined with
elements of fantasy and fiction literature of your generation. Did you conceived it as a trilogy
from the get go or did the characters and situations led to it? How did you balance your creative
world and student responsibilities without losing your sanity?

No, actually. When I first began writing Lore, it was just one long story. Later on, when I realized I had
more to write than I had first assumed, I knew I needed to break it  up and give it  a more digestible
structure. I also figured readers would appreciate it taking the form of a series rather than one giant
work.

Balancing student life and writing came rather easily. I would go as far as to say that working on the
novels was what helped me keep my sanity, not something that tested it. I scheduled all my courses no
earlier than about 10:30 in the morning, and would be in class until about 5:00 every evening. I’d go
home at the end of the day, eat, maybe take a nap, and then start writing at about 8:00. It wasn’t unusual
for me to write until about 3:00 in the morning. I never had to stop and think before writing, either. I had a
habit of keeping an “always-on” mind, as it concerned my ideas. Whether I was in class, eating lunch,
exercising, or anything else, my books were always on my mind. When I sat down each night to write, I
knew exactly what scene or chapter I needed to finish before bed. I loved the meditative, immersive



experience of writing, so it was not hard to lose track of the time.

2.) In 2014 you changed genre and ventured into the world of science fiction/fantasy with the
released  of  “Earthshine.” Here  you  incorporated  scientific  issues  concerning  modern  times.
Does the dilemmas of the main characters are a reflection of our societal problems? Will it be a
series or a stand alone book?

Earthshine is absolutely a reflection of many, many social issues that had disturbed and occupied me
particularly in my early twenties. It delves a lot of complex matters but especially things that intimidate,
confuse, and unsettle young adults as they transition into the unguided and often inexplicable world of
adulthood. On the surface, it showcases the pains of a handful of young people trying to make their way
in the world, trying to navigate romance, trying to come to terms with the realities of the society they live
in. At a higher level, though, it  is packed with my personal thoughts and warnings concerning where
humans will be headed if we don’t learn from mistakes.

Earthshine serves as a standalone prequel to my most recent novel, Big Blue 10,022. The latter is also
a standalone prequel, setting the stage for an in-progress series of about three books.

3.) This book opened a door of opportunity as you appeared by invitation at the 2014 Paris Book
Festival. For those readers who are not familiarize with this festival, please explain its importance
and how the participants are chosen. Do you consider it a validation of your work?

The Paris Book Fair was a big, big moment for me. It was the first festival I appeared at by invitation. I
was one of several authors from the United States who were asked to represent that market in Paris in
2014, and the whole thing was an initiative that, as I was told, originated in some capacity with the US
Embassy in Paris. I definitely felt validated by this experience and am still extremely grateful to this day.
It  encouraged me to  stay the  course,  to  never  stop  writing,  and  to  never  doubt  the  importance  of
literature—its role in my own life as well as its place in the world.

4.) In 2017 shortly after completing your Master's Degree, you released,  Big Blue 10,022. How
does this novel differentiate itself from your other books?

Big Blue 10,022 was a pivotal novel for me in several ways. It was the first time I consciously challenged
myself to break away from my established style, and it was also my first conscious attempt to make nods
to the stories that influenced me to write it. This includes novels like Jitterbug Perfume and other media
such as the films of Hayao Miyazaki / Studio Ghibli. Additionally, Big Blue was a bolder attempt than my
previous novels to write characters with whom I did not share common experiences. I wanted to avoid
writing anything “from experience.” Further,  Big Blue was an experiment in really pushing my comfort
with fantasy fiction. I wanted Big Blue to carry those strange yet cozy narrative qualities we associate
with ancient myths and old fairy tales. It’s also the first novel whose cover I both designed AND created
with my own hands!

5.) For your first trilogy, you used the pen name of C.T. Douglas. However, you used Chad T.
Douglas for the other ones. What event in your life influenced that decision?

The answer to this one is pretty simple. Dr. Thomas C. Emmel, my employer at the time, and someone
whom I now consider to be a great mentor, encouraged me to use my full name. So did my long-time
editor and writing mentor Drollene Brown. They felt the change was an act of really “stepping up” and
“owning” the works. This is significant to me now, because I grew up shy and intensely introverted. That
has changed greatly, and now, especially, I think it wouldn’t be appropriate to use any name but the real
one.

6.) Where our readers can buy your books?

They’re all available just about everywhere online but Amazon and Barnes & Noble in particular. I will be
returning to the book fair circuit this year as well, which is to say I’ll be making appearances to sign and
sell physical copies! My first planned event is Decatur Book Festival (September) in Decatur, Georgia.



7.) Do you agree with the following statement, “The Word is a powerful weapon and it must be
mastered for the greatness of many.”

I do. I think more than ever we live in a world where words, and their responsible use, is greatly needed.
This isn’t just a statement on the written word, either. I think our communications with people in our daily
lives has just as profound an impact as any mass-produced or distributed book, film, or song. The only
part of that quote I would change is the “weapon” part. Words are powerful tools. Depending on how we
use them, they can be everything from weapons to medicines and remedies. I hope that we continue to
choose to use them to build up the world, not to tear it down.

8.)  Now let  us talk about Chad the “staff  writer” for the McGuire Center for Lepidoptera and
Biodiversity at the Florida Museum of Natural History. Does your experience as an author paved
the way for this position? What were some of learning curve challenges?

My  experience  as  an  author  directly  contributed  to  earning  that  position.  Dr.  Emmel,  mentioned
previously,  met me at my first  book signing and basically offered me a writing job on the spot.  The
challenge, I guess, was that I had never worked for anyone other than myself as a writer at that point. It
was a valuable experience, however, because I learned how to take my writing ability and adapt it to
situations other than writing fiction. I was able to contribute to a grant proposal, some travel pieces,
educational pieces, and more.

9.) Between 2010 and 2015, he visited Honduras, Kenya, Ecuador, the Galapagos Islands, Mexico
and France as a travel writer. Were these part of your assignments for the McGuire Center or
were you freelancing? Which one of those places you like the most and /or the least and why?

These were all trips I went on as a writer/assistant guide for the McGuire Center and Expedition Travel
Inc. It’s difficult to choose a favorite between Kenya and Mexico. They can’t be fairly compared haha.
Kenya was the furthest I’d ever been from home. Every day was full of chances to learn so much, not
just about the natural world but also about people, cultures, and complex histories. I fell in love with
Kenya and didn’t want to go home. The trip to Mexico was nothing short of a spiritual experience. We
spent three days in the mountains of the Central Plateau region, hiking or riding horses to the places
where millions upon millions of overwintering Monarch butterflies had gathered. There’s simply nothing
like watching that many butterflies take flight on a cool, sunny afternoon, and standing among dozens of
other visitors who are all stricken with silent awe.

10.) Would you recommend traveling writing to others? What are some of the myths associated
with such niche?

If life were a formal education, traveling would be a mandatory course haha. When you travel correctly,
you learn and grow for the better. I believe traveling is something that offers benefits to every type of
person and it’s one of the few things in this life that is objectively worth committing some time to.

The biggest myth, to me, and one that makes me roll my eyes, is that “people from [insert place] are
[insert negative quality].” Every time I’ve prepared to go on a trip, someone tells me something like, “Oh,
you’re going to meet so many rude people.” I’m convinced that anyone who assumes the worst about
any place is someone who has never actually been there. I think people are generally curious about
other people, and that most people are hospitable and aspire to be kind to strangers.

11.) You are a part-time author and a full-time digital marketer. How is digital marketing changing
the way to conduct business today? What are trends that any business and/or author should
considered when developing a good marketing strategy? Is it worth the price?

Digital marketing has essentially changed everything. What stands out to me, though, and what I think is
most interesting, is that digital marketing and social media have created a dialogue that isn’t controlled
by one side or the other. Traditional marketing allowed brands to be gatekeepers, to shape the truth in
their favor, and so on. These days, their customers, fans, and followers have a huge impact on the
conversation surrounding a brand, and marketers get to have real, human conversations with them, to



engage with them in ways that are far more meaningful and transparent (at least when they’re doing it
right lol).

Anyone in business or building a personal brand needs to make sure they’re putting themselves out
there and really communicating with their fans. The best brands are generous, open, and stay connected
with the people who follow them and support them. This isn’t necessarily the fast track to success, but I
don’t know of anything that is done with quality and care that is also done in a hurry haha.

12.) Where our readers can contact you?

Email me at thelorist@gmail.com I love to talk books and answer questions about writing, publishing,
and the author journey.

13.) A word of advice to authors who are trying to define their genre and looking for that new
“aha” idea.

My advice is don’t go looking for it. The best ideas will come to you one piece at a time. When inspiration
strikes, keep notes. Add to your pile until you start to see a whole idea taking shape. When that happens,
you’re probably on your way to your “aha” moment, and you’ll know when you’re ready to write because
you won’t sit down and wonder how to start or where you’re headed.
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