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1.)  You  are  an author,  a  mentor,  and  a  public  speaker.  Before  we go into  your multi-genre
author's world, let us begin with this insightful quote from St. Augustine, cited on your website,
"Our hearts are restless until they find rest in thee."

I think Augustine nailed it. We flail around through life wrapped in our self-centered attention spans
seeking things, relationships, or roles, in order to find some sense of purpose. The trouble is inside of
us, because God created us for himself and we are trying to stuff other things into the hole designed
only for our relationship with God. Once we understand that all of our longings are for our Abba is
when  all  of  those  other  things  fall  into  their  proper  place.  I  believe  peace  never  comes  through
possessions or position, it comes as a result of a right relationship with Jesus Christ.

a) Do you consider finding inner peace essential for our developments and achievements? Are the
acknowledgment of truth and the seeking of wisdom integral parts of that journey?

Until we have peace with our Creator through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, knowing that
he  has  saved  us  not  because  of  our  merits  but  out  of  a  Divine  love  and  self-sacrifice,  until  we
understand that at the deepest part of who we are, we will flounder, tossed back and forth by every
storm. Surrender to the grace of God, it is where our hope is stored.



2.) In the About the Author section of your website, you summarized the rewarding, atonement
effect of working for the cement industry had on your body, mind, and soul as "the long winter
night was in full bloom." The quotation mark statement and the one mentioned above seem to
echo the same message. Is that the cornerstone of your authorship and mentoring work?

The realization that we are all a work in progress helps me understand that I don’t have to be frustrated
where I am in my faith. I struggle and slide and trip just like everyone who has walked this path before
me, as will everyone who comes after. Sometimes the things and positions we have obtained will be
stripped away from us because we have more to learn. Part of that learning may be severe because the
unbelief we have clung to over the years needs to be broken off. I have had several of those learning
lessons in my life, usually they are longer seasons than I would have liked, but so necessary. I think the
takeaway is that we cannot give up on our walk with Jesus, even while in the desert of suffering. We
need to press in as God seemingly grows silent. Pour yourself into knowing his word, especially when
you don’t feel like it.

3.) Now let us get to know in-depth "the author." In two years, you released three different genre
books. In a nutshell, how long it took you to craft them and the reasons for the chosen topics.

Each of my two books took a year to write, edit, and publish.

4.)  With  your  book,  Immigrant  Patriot,  you  tackle  a  universal  topic,  Immigration  and  its
consequences. However, this time you shared how your "grandparent's epic struggle for freedom
and faith transformed both of them from isolated Immigrants to genuine Patriots."

Yes. I thought I knew my grandparents story when I began the writing / research process. But as it turns
out I only knew 10% of what transpired. When they talked about their life they glazed over the many
difficulties they faced. I think it was shame that led them to do this. They made some decisions that
were very consequential for them. Some of the issues were brought on them by those around them,
(like their parents) some were just part of the human experience in the early 20th century and others
were a direct result of their personal choices. As human beings we make ill-informed decisions all of
the time, most of those are done without full consideration of the consequences.

The issue I kept coming back to for them was this incredible love for their adopted country. They
wanted to be here because of the incredible opportunity afforded individuals in our Constitution. At the
time,  there  were  very  few  places  on  the  planet  in  which  average  people  were  given  the  same
opportunity to succeed (however they defined success). They sought to pursue happiness on their own
terms, but they had to fight for it at every turn. Amazingly, the long struggle didn’t make them bitter, in
fact, it deepened their love for this country.

5.)  How  would  you  define  a  Patriot  and  their  important  role  in  our so  taking  for  granted
freedom? What was your family's reaction to your task of honoring their sacrifices by writing
this book?

My family’s response overall has been very positive. My parents and siblings love the book. I think
there are some cousins who are not appreciative that my research there were a few less than flattering
facts  revealed  about  their  life  and  would  have  preferred  me  burying  those  things.  To  me,  those
indiscretions added to their story and enhanced the truth of what they faced.



To me a genuine Patriot is any person who recognizes the unique place in history our country occupies.
There have been almost no other place on this globe in the history of mankind that offers ordinary
people the chance toward life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. This opportunity requires freedom
and  is  those  freedoms  are  enshrined  in  our  founding  documents.  Patriots  recognize  this  unique
opportunity and are willing to defend the right to breathe free.

6.) Your latest release, The Stars in the Sidewalk - My Demons Don’t Die Easy, is a thriller. Is the
crux of the story a fictional version of personal experiences?

As an author I want to be as authentic as I can be, and I have found when I am writing from places I
have traveled through, both literally and figuratively, is when that best happens. Many of the people
and events are amalgamations of things I have experienced. But the universal truth of the book is that
our demons do not die easily, because they are reinforced by our preferred coping mechanisms. Until
we have healing at the core of who we are we will not move on from our demons and the negative
influence they have over us. This book is an attempt to bring hope and encouragement to those who
struggle or those who are connected to the struggling.

7.) Our journey is taking now to meet "the mentor." I found your following quote insightful:
“Hiding our brokenness only hurts us and those we love. Only when we choose to face our pain can
the real healing begin.”  Is this the reason why you chose to volunteer as a mentor for a Christian
Ministry designed to restore relational wholeness to broken lives?

Yes. The ministry brought much healing and freedom to my life when I went through it as a participant
a dozen years ago. Now as a teacher and small group leader there I am blessed by watching God
perform his healing grace on others. The healing we seek is through the pain, not living in fear of it.

8.) In addition to penning books, you also offer authors assistance to navigate the strenuous ocean
of self-publishing. What type of services do you offer? What is their uniqueness in comparison
with those of the competition?

This is a new endeavor for me and it was born out of the frustration of figuring out the publishing
process for myself.  I have begun this journey very small,  seeking to help one person navigate the
process of getting their work published. My approach is unique because I am teaming up with my client
to make them successful firt, as they define what success looks like to them.

9.) As a public speaker, what are some of your favorite topics? What do you take with you from
each one of them?

I  served as  a  pastor for  over  sixteen years  in three different  congregations,  so the story of God’s
redeeming grace is still my motivation for my speaking and writing. My primary avenue for my public
speaking over the last ten years has been in the ministry trying to help the struggling. The six month
program  is  designed  to  help  participants  examine  their  lives  in  deeply  personal  ways.  They  are
instructed  to  seek  the  underlying  motives  that  push  our  broken  choices  and  to  offer  those  up  to
examination by the grace of God.



10.) What is the most valuable lesson you learned while walking away from darkness into His
redeeming light?

God is not done with you yet! Never give up. Seek his face in all circumstances because his grace is so
much bigger than your failures. Our Creator is crazy in love with you.
11.) Where can our readers contact you and buy your books?

The main way is through my website:  www.craigmatthewsmedia.com The books are available there
and at all retail outlets

12.) What is your best advice for those struggling with the same issues you overcame?

Get the help that leads you toward Jesus and his redeeming love. You are not beyond his love. You haven’t
wandered too far from him. Your sin is not the definition of who you are, his grace is.
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